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Friday, September 26. 1718, 


London, September 2%. 


‘ N Wednefday laft the Sub Governour 
and DireGtors ef the South-Sea Com. 
pany waited on his Majefty at Hamp- 
ton-Court, and being si Dew! by the 

-Right Honourable James Craggs, Efq; one of His 

.Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, prefented 


to His Majefty the following Reprefentation, 


The. humble Reprefentation of the Court of Di- 
of the South-Sea-Company, relating to 

the Difficulties they labour under with rejpedt 
their Trade, &c. 


_ Tothe King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 


HE Court of Dire€tore of the South-Sea 

Company acknowledge with the utmoft 
Gratitude, their juft Senfe of the many Marks of 
"Your Royal Favour continually conferr’d'upon the 
Company, which emboldens them, in the moft 
humble and dutiful Manner, to lay before Your 
“Majefty, as their gracious King and Governour, A 
State of the Difficulties, which the faid Company 
and do labour wader, with refpe&.to their 

rade. 

_. For redreffing whereof, and obtaining fuch Fur- 
ther Explauations, as may be neceffary for enabling 
them to carry on with Freedom, the Commerce 
“granted them by the-Affiento Treaty, and fubie- 
“quent Convention, without being fubjeE& to the'ma- 
“ny Obftruétians they have hitherto met with from 
the King of Spain and his Officers, ‘the {aid Court 
of Dire€tors do humbly beech Your Majef. 
‘ty, to grant Your moft gracidus'and powerful I[n- 


“as Your Majefty,“in Your Ro Wifdom fhall 
. thiak proper : And thatthis Company may find 
‘the Continuance of Your Royal Proteétion, which 
they fhall never fail to'acknowledge, with the ut- 
“moft Zeal and Aff-&tion, fo ju@tly due from the 
faithful Subjets to the be of Princes. 


terpofition with bia Catholick fueh Time, 


A State of the Difficulties, whic -Souph- 
Sea, Company labour undcr, atl in which 
Bhey pray to..be redrefs'd, 
W HE REAS upon making the laft Peace, 
his Catholick Majefty did grant to her 
, JateyMajefty, Two Cedula’s, or Licenfes, dated the 
Seveatcenth Day of June, One thotfand, feven 
bundred and thirteen, which.were confirm’d by Ia- 
frwments of Validation, of the,15th Day of 
» One thoufand feven hundred and fourteen, each for 
. a Ship of Bie ot Six Hundred Tons, to go with 
«Goods. aad. Merchandize to the Spanifh Weft In- 
dies 5, one of which Cedula’s and Validations was 


safterwards fill’d up with Your Majelty’s Ship the 


eElizabeth, and to go to Vera Cruz ; and the other 
Licenfe and Validation was All’d up with Your Ma- 
jefty's Ship the Bedford, and to go tn Carthageria, 
Ports Bello :; Which Licenfes and Validations, 
Your May was graciquily pleas’d to affign to 
Company, In Purfuance of which laf men. 


tion’d Licenfe, they loaded on board the {aid Ship 
Bedford a very rich Cargo, fhort of the Tonnage 
granted, and difpatch’d her for'Garthagena. in No- 
vember One thoufand feven hundred and fifteen 5 
where, upon her Arrival, the Governour and Royal 
Officers caufed the Goods to be meafured by un- 
warrantable Rules, making the fame amount to 
Two rhonfaad one hundred and feventeen Tons, 
and one Third of a Ton, (exclufive of about Sixty 
five Tons of Irov, which, at that Junfture, the 
Fadtory thought neceffary not to Land, but to fend 
back in the fame Ship tu Jamaica)and confilcated and 
condemn’d to be ‘immediately told One thoufand 
five hundred and feventten Tons and One third of a 
Ton,of the moft valuable Part of the faid Cargo, aa 
excceding thé Six hundred Tons granted by the faid 
Licenfe, referving the remaining Six hundred 
Tons (as they call'd it) to his Catholick Majetty’s 
Decifion, whether the fame fhould be alfo confifca- 
ted of not, and oblig’d the Company’s Faétor to 
give Seciitity for aniwering the Value, even of that 
aft which they call’d Six hundred Tons : .An 
Account of all which unjuft Proceedings of the faid 
Governour and Royal Officers, having been trani- 
mitted to the Company by rheie FaGtors, the Com- 
pany humbly: reprefented the fame.to Your Ma- 
jefty, by whofe pracieus and powerful Interpofition, 
his Catholick Majefty was pleafed=to grant his. 
Royal Cedula of the Twelfth Day: of November, 
One thoufand feven hundred and fixteen, ditefing 
the Remeafurement of the Bedford’s whole sede. 
And the’ fame’ being meafured according tot 
Rules prefcrib’d by the faid Cedula, amounted to” 
po more than Five hundred twemy five Tons,-add 
three Quarters of a Ton sears the Sixty. five 
Tons Gf Iron, which as aforefaid,’the Fa€tory did 
not land, but fent back to Jamaica.) By which may 
be feen the Exorbitancy of their firft Méafure- 


nid the Ifijuftice done the Company. the 
afor Confifcation ; and thexCompany’s Goods 
had been aftually fold ‘by of Spain's Offi- 


cers, under Colour of the faid Confifcation, had 
not the Companys exceffive Sum 
of Money for Prevetition thereof; and for obtaining 


Leave and Titnet# appeal Court of Madrid. 
© But tho’ a was pranted as aforelaid, 


yet the Offfters “Were fot punifh’d for fuch their 
ble hor has any Recompence 
or Made the Company forthe Da- 
mage and Injustice done them. Befides which, the 
faid Governour Royal Officers at Carthagena, 
did alfo pretend,. that the Liceafe for the Bedford, 
being fill’dup as configh’d to Carthagena of Parto 
Bello, the whole*Cargo was tobe ed of only 
at Carthagena, the Shippcoming firft thither, aud 
would hot permit any Part of it to be fent to Porto 
Bello whereas ys underftood, 
that by the Eicetife they had full Powerto fell fuch 
Part of thie Cargo as they thought fit at» Carthrape- 
na, and the eft at Porto Bello ; at which laft 
Place, they propoféd to fell the gteateft Part of the 
Cargo 3 and accordingly had provided the geeateft 
Part for thofe Provinces which are fupplied: 
Panatha, and the leffer part forthe Provinces whith 
ate fupplicd from Carthagéna the'sfore-— 
faid Licenfe was fill’d up for Carthagena or Porto 
Bello; yet the Company conceived the Word OF 
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to be to AND, and that it had Refpeét 
to the Recourfe the Galleons always took, all the 
World knowing, That the Galleons which 
made their Fair at Porto Bello, did conftantly go 
firft to Carthagena. And in the Declaration given 
to Sir Patrick Lawlefs, bis Catholick Majefty’s Mi- 
nifter then at this Court, by the then Secretary of 
State concerning the filling up the Licenfe for the 
Bedford, it is exprefs’d, That the [aid Licenfe was 
fill’d up for Carthagena and Porto Bello ; fo that 
the Company did not doubt but that the true Intent 
and Meaning of the Licenfe was, That the Bedford 
might land any part of her Cargo at Carthagena, 
and proceed with the reft to Porto Bello ; fo that 
notwithitanding theGoods were difcharg’d from the 
aforefaid Confifcation, upon their being remeaiured 
according to the King of Spain’s aforeiaid Cedula, 
yet the Company have Bithessa had bat little Be- 
nefit from fuch Releafement, the greateft part of 
the Cargo, which, as aforefaid, was provided for 
Porto Bello, not having been permitted to -be- car 
tied thither, until his Catholick Maje(ty was pleas’d 
to grant his Royal Cedula for that parpole, which 
was not obtain’d till December laft ; fitce which, 
the fame has been tran{mitted to the Company’s 
Fators in Order to be put in Execution. 

Il, And as forthe Elizabeth, the other Licenfe 
Ship, which went to Vera Cruz, notwithRanding 
his Catholick Majefty’s aforcfaid Licenfe, and the 
Validation thereof {pecifies, That ber Cargo might 
be landed, fold, and traded with ‘recly, without 
paying any kind of Duties iathe Indies, with which 

is Catholick Majefty did for that Time difpenfe, 
on Condition, that epon all the Profits and Gain 
which fhou!ld be made on the {aid Goods, Ten fer 
Cent. fhould be paid to his Catholick Majefty ; ne- 
verthele{s there has been demanded, by the King of 
Spain's Officers in the {aid Port of Vera Cruz, an 
Alcavala onall the Goods ef the fait Ship, which 
fhould by the Cempany be fold out of Vera Cruz, 
which Duty amounts to a very great Sum ; and the 
‘Company's Foétors were obligd to give Bond to 
pay the fame, in cafe the Court of Madrid fhall not 
think proper to give Relief therein ; concerning 
which, Auto’s having been tran{mitted to the Court 
of Madrid, and the Company's Agent there, having 
by. theie Dire&tion, made feveral Applications for 
Redrefs, they have beeo {0 far from granting the 
fame, that inftead thereof, and without giving Ne- 
tice to the Company, or giving them a Hearing 
therton, hie Catholick Majelty was pleafed ta fend 
a Cedula; dated che Twenty fecond Day. of _ 
ary, One thoufand feven hundred and {¢yenteen, 
direGtly to VerayCroz, whereby he has decreed, 
“That Alcavalas fhall be paid on all the Company’s 
Goods which fhall be fold oat of Vera Cruz, This 
Impofition by the faid Cedula, alfo extends to the 
Goodsby the Company's Annual Ship, which fhall 
be fent to Vera Cruz; notwithftanding by the For- 
ty fecond Article of the Aflicato, it. is expredly fti- 
pulated, that they are to be free of all Duties in 
the Indies. at 

Ll. And whereas by the Forty fecand Article of 
the Affiento Treaty, bis Catholick .Majefty was 

as!d to Company, the Liberty of 

adingrevery Yeag to the Indies, daring the Term 
of Thirty Years therein meotion’d, , A Ship of Five 
hundred Tons, upon Condits t the Merchan- 
dize with which the faid Sip fhould be laden, 
fhould not» be fold but omby at the Time of the 
Fair. And by a {ybfequent Treaty or Convention, 
entred into between Your Majefty, and his Catho- 
lick Majefty, dated the Twenty fixth Day of May, 
One.thoafand fevyen hundred and feventeen, his 
Catholick Majefty has been pleas’d (in Confidera- 
«tion that-the Company had got enjoy’d the Liber- 


ty forthe Years, to,fend the faid Annual 


Bhip of Five “‘hundred’Tomy) to compeniate the 
fame by granting them for ten Years, commencio 
from Year, Gne thoufand feven hundred Pa 
feventeed inclufive, a Ship of Six hundred and fifty 
“Toma, in Lite of the faid Ship of Five hundecd 
Tons for the faid’'Fen Years. And his Catholick 
wasfusthes pleafed, by the faid laft men- 
tion’d Treatylor Convention, to declare, that there 
 fhall be Faire regularly keptevery Year in Peru, or 
‘in New Spain, and that Advice fhould be given to 
the Court of England of the precife Time, in which 
the Flota or Galleons fhall depart fos thg Indics ; 


a” 


that the Company may, at the fame time, caule. 
their Ship to depart 5 and that im cafe’ the Flota of 
Galleons fhall not be departed fromCadiz in all the 
Month of June, it fhall be permitted to the Compa- 
ny to caufe their Ship to Depart, giving Advice of 
the Day of its Departure to the Court of Madrid, 
or to the Minifter of his Catholick Majefty who 
fhalk be in London ; and being agriv’d at one of 
the thrcé Ports of Carthagena, Porte Bello, or Ve- 
ra Cruz, fhe fhall be obliged to ftay there for the 
Flota or Galleons, four Months, to begin from the 
Day of the Artival of the faid Ship ; and when 
that Time is expired, it fhall be permitted to the 
Company to fell their Merchandize without an 
Obftacle. In purluance of which Treatics, the 
Company did the laft Year build on purpofe, and 
fend to Vera Cruz, a Ship with Goods and Mer- 
chandize, and have alfo built another for. the pre. 
fent Year; and for that purpofe, have provided a 
Cargo proper for Carthagena, and Porto Bello, of 
about Three hundred Thoufand Pounds Value, the 
greateft part whereof has been loaded on board, 
and they were ready with the Remainder, in order 
to difpatch her at the End of the Month of June, 
urfuant to the faid Convention. But the Chevalier 
Eon, his Catholick Majefty’s DireGor for the Af- 
fairs of the Affiento, after the entire Cargo was 
provided, and in great part loaded, as aforefaid, 
did, on the Fifth Day of June laft, lay before the 
Court of Diretors of the fad Company, a Letter, 
which he had received from Dow Jofeph Rodrigo, 
Secretary of Stateto his Catholick Majeity, dated 
the Twenty fixth Day of May laft, for fulpendiag 
the Departure of the met Annual Ship fer 
this Year ; which Order of his Catholick Majefty 
is direGtly contrary to the aforefaid Convention 
concluded with Your Majefty,and thereby the Com- 
pany muft inevitably be very great Sufferers, by 
the Decay of theie Goods (they being chiefly of 
the Woollen Manufaftures ot this Kingdom, and 
conlequently very liable to the Moth, and other 
Vermin) by the Cherges of Warchoufe Room, 
Lofs of the Intereft of theit Monies, the Charges 
they have beeo at in Building, Manning, Victual- 
ling, and Equipping the faid Ship, fhe being unfit 
for any other Trade, and by many more pernicious 
confequences which do attend the fame. 
1V. Whereas his Catholick Majefty by his Cedu- 
la of the 21ft Day of May lat, grounded upon the 
Thitty fixth Article of the Affiento, did grant Pér- 
miffion.to the Company,.to fend a T. of Three 
hundeed Tons to the lands of the Canaries, to 
take out a Regifter of Fruto’s t» be tranf{ported tu 
the-Indies, paying the. Eftablifh’d Duties, and in 
the Form according to what was granted to Don 
Bernardo Marin and the Company of Portugal, 2s 
is provided in their Contract. .Whereupon the 
Company have fent a. ae to the Canarics, to 
take in fuch Feuto’s, in Order to, be tracfported 
to the. Indies § but the Cuftom.Houle Offices 
would not fuffer the. fame to be laded, unlefs 
the,Company’s Agent, would pay Seven per Cent, 
Cuftom,: notwithftanding the feveral Protefts be 
made, and allo proved even by the Cuftom- Houle 
Bocks, that in the: Year One thouland fix hua- 
dred ninety feven, the Portuguele Affiento Com- 
ery paid no more than Two and a half per 
nt. and this Company are by the Thirty ninth 
Article entitled to all the Privileges and Advan- 
tagés which former Affientifts enjoyed ; And all 
that the Company's Agent could obtain was, an 
Allowance of Five Months Time ‘for the Payment 
of the Four and half per Cent! in Difpare (Pars 
of the faid Seven per Cent.) upon giving — 
to abide the King of Spain's Determination to be 
made within that Time. Pcie 

V. There has been likewife a Demand made at 

the Canaries of Seventeen Rials and a half per 
Ton upon the faid Ship. on Account of the Bee 
minary of Mariners in Sevil, upon which a Law- 
Suit commenced, and the Company’s Agent ‘has 
been decreed to depofit the fame until iy 
tholick Majefly and Council of the Indies 
determine the fame. 

VI. Forthermore, By the fecond Article of the 
Affiento it is agreed, That in the 
ftipulated to be paid by the Company for the 
Negroes, thall be comprehended ail, and all | 
ner of Duties of Alcavala,or any other an 
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